DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN       [1810

ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES MONROE

accepting the mission to France

NEW YORK, February 2, 1816
DEAR SIK,

I have just received your letter of 27th ult., and
have at last concluded to avail myself of the permission
given me to accept again the mission to France. I am
duly sensible of yours and the President's kindness in
having kept the question so long opened, and hope you
will find an apology for my hesitation in the importance,
at my age, of a decision which must so materially affect
the prospects for life of my wife and children. I believe
with you that the chance of Congress making any addi-
tional allowance to Foreign Ministers is not the better
on account either of the present incumbents or of the
state of suspense in which some of the important missions
are now kept. On what may hereafter be done no
reliance can be placed. I calculate only on what now
exists, and mean, as I before stated, to regulate my
expenses accordingly. If I find it impracticable to live
without encroaching on my small. property, I will beg
permission to return. I believe an additional compen-
sation to be much more important to the United States
than to the individual.

I have still some private arrangements to complete,
which will not, however, detain me long, and I will be
ready to repair to Washington, for the purpose of reading
the former correspondence and receiving your instruc-
tions, at any time you may be pleased to appoint. It will
best suit my convenience to have a short time allowed
me on my return from Washington. I will, in the
meanwhile, wait for your answer.

I beg you to present Mrs. G/s and my best respects
to Mrs. M. and to Mrs. Hay, and to believe rue, with
sincere respect and esteem, truly yours.

You will have the goodness to return or destroy theyour opinions on that subject. This
